
Opioid Overdose Locations
Understanding where opioid overdoses occur can help improve overdose prevention outreach in Snohomish County. Studies have shown
that people who use drugs are more likely to use alone and in private residences or other types of housing (Fleming et. al., 2024). Opioid

overdose deaths occur more often in a home than other settings, such as outdoors or in public spaces (O'Donnell et. al., 2020; Nesoff et. al.,
2022). A study in Massachusetts found from 2017-2020, 50.2% of opioid-involved overdose fatalities occurred at the decedent's residence
(Pustz et. al., 2023). We examined opioid overdose data from emergency department (ED) visits and Emergency Medical Service (EMS)

responses in Snohomish County to identify where opioid overdoses most often occur. 
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For more information and resources, visit snohomishoverdoseprevention.com 

Emergency Department (ED) Visits    In Snohomish County, the highest percentage of ED visits for opioid overdoses originated at
a home or residence each year, except in 2024 when most opioid overdoses leading to an ED visit occurred in public places. 

Locations of Opioid Overdoses Later Seen in Emergency Departments in Snohomish County, January 2021 – August 2025

*Includes adult family homes, skilled nursing facilities, and residential treatment facilities.
Data from an ongoing partnership with 3 Snohomish County emergency departments, with support of the CDC OD2A-Local grant.

Two separate data sources illustrate opioid overdose
responses occur most often in a home or residence in
Snohomish County. This is consistent with patterns observed in
national datasets. 

This data can be used to ensure that naloxone distribution,
training, and outreach includes residential settings. People who
use drugs should never use alone. Always follow the “buddy
system” when using drugs and have naloxone available at home
to prevent deaths that occur when individuals use in private
residences. Call the Never Use Alone Hotline at 800-484-3731
or 877-696-1996, available 24/7, 365 days a year.

Further understanding where overdoses occur is critical for
shaping effective and life saving interventions in Snohomish
County. 

Locations of Opioid Overdoses in Snohomish CountyLocation* of EMS Responses to Opioid Overdoses in
Snohomish County, August 2024 - August 2025

Emergency Medical Service (EMS) Responses 
In the past year, EMS most frequently responded to opioid
overdoses in Snohomish County homes or residences (45%)
followed by street or highways (28%) and places of business (21%). 

Data from Snohomish County Emergency Medical Service Responders.
*Only the top 6 location types are included in the table.
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